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des Ursins at Paris. I had always been on good terms
with her, and had received on all occasions proofs of
her friendship. She received me very well, spoke with
much freedom, and said she promised herself the pleas-
ure of seeing me again, and of talking with me more
at her ease. On the morrow, Sunday, she dined at
home alone, dressed herself in grand style, and went
to the King, with whom she remained alone two hours
and a half conversing in his cabinet. From there she
went to the Duchesse de Bourgogne, with whom she
also conversed a long time alone. In the evening, the
King said, while in Madame de Maintenon's apart-
ments, that there were still many things upon which
he had not yet spoken to Madame des Ursins, The
next day she saw Madame de Maintenon in private for
a long time, and much at her ease. She had an inter-
view soon after with the King and Madame de Main-
tenon, which was also very long.

A month after this a special courier arrived from
the King and Queen of Spain, to thank the King
(Louis XIV.) for his conduct towards the Princesse
des Ursins. From that moment it was announced that
she would remain at Court until the month of April,
in order to attend to her affairs and her health. It was
already to have made a grand step to be mistress
enough to announce thus her stay. Nobody in truth
doubted of her return to Spain, but the word was not
yet said. She avoided all explanations, and it may be
believed did not have many indiscreet questions put
to her upon the subject.

So many and such long audiences with the King,
followed by so much serenity, had a great effect upon